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UM PUBLIC SAFETY TRAINING COULD SAVE LIVES 
MISSOULA—
University of Montana Office of Public Safety personnel completed training this month 
that gives them a better chance to help students, visitors to campus and UM staff and faculty 
members in emergency situations.
"All officers are now certified to use the AED (automated external defibrillator), a 
device that comes into play when someone has a heart attack," said Kenneth Willett, Office of 
Public Safety director.
An AED is a portable device about the size of a laptop computer that analyzes the 
heart’s rhythm and, if necessary, tells the user to deliver a shock to a victim of sudden cardiac 
arrest. The shock, called defibrillation, may help the heart to re-establish an effective rhythm 
of its own.
UM’s Curry Health Center and the Office of Public Safety recently purchased UM’s 
first AED, Willett said. He is working to get financial support to purchase more for the 
University.
"Our long-range goal is to not only have them in the patrol cars, but to pre-position 
them at UM event locations and train employees there to use them," he said.
The AED is at the University because of an American Heart Association program 
called Operation Heartbeat and help from local community hospitals. Missoula was chosen as
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one of 10 cities in the Northwest to participate in the American Heart Association program, 
Willett said. Use of the AED requires medical supervision, he said, and those wanting to 
purchase an AED have to have a physician’s prescription. Community Medical Center and St. 
Patrick Hospital have joined with Operation Heartbeat to design a program that links UM and 
other community agencies with physicians for medical oversight.
UM’s Office of Public Safety is one of the first law-enforcement agencies in the 
Missoula area to complete the training program.
"Within 10 years the AED will probably be part of the general curriculum for any first- 
aid training," Willett said.
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